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Synopsis

Thomas PaineA¢a -4,¢s Common Sense is one of the most important and often assigned primary
documents of the Revolutionary era. This edition of the pamphlet is unique in its inclusion of
selections from PaineA¢a -4,¢s other writings from 1775 and 1776 A¢a -4 « additional essays that
contextualize Common Sense and provide unusual insight on both the writer and the cause for
which he wrote. The volume introduction includes coverage of PaineA¢a -4,¢s childhood and early
adult years in England, arguing for the significance of personal experience, environment, career,
and religion in understanding PaineA¢a -4,¢s influential political writings. The volume also includes

a glossary, a chronology, 12 illustrations, a selected bibliography, and questions for consideration.
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Customer Reviews

"This should be a very attractive book for students in American history courses. Not only does Tom
Slaughter do a brilliant job in the introduction in making Paine out to be a very believable, human,
though flawed person, but also he does a masterful job in helping the reader understand the
process through which Paine became radicalized. In addition, Slaughter has made an excellent
selection of Paine’s essays that round out a picture of an intriguing, but lesser known, American

revolutionary."

"This is an excellent manuscript that should be a very attractive book for students in American



history courses. Not only does Tom Slaughter do a brilliant job in the introduction in making Paine
out to be a very believable, human, though flawed person, but also he does a masterful job in
helping the reader understand the process through which Paine became radicalized. In addition,
Slaughter has made an excellent selection of Paine’s essays that round out a picture of an
intriguing, but lesser know, American revolutionary.” - James Roger Sharp, Syracuse University'This
short volume constitutes the best available edition of Thomas Paine’s most important writings during
the American Revolutionary era. Tom Slaughter’s superb introduction presents in a clear and lucid
fashion much of the information necessary to enable readers to comprehend the writings and life of
Tom Paine. By grounding Paine’s political ideas in his daily experiences, Slaughter has offered a
fresh interpretation of one of the most enigmatic figures in early America.” - Billy G. Smith, Montana
State University’Professor Slaughter’s introductory essay does an excellent job of explaining
Paine’s background, as well as both the intellectual and practical experiences that informed Paine’s
work. This book will provide an engaging and effective way for teachers to introduce Thomas Paine
and his writings to their students.’ - Rebecca Shoemaker, Indiana State University’Common Sense
is one of the seminal documents of the revolutionary era. Slaughter explains its historical context,
shows its relationship to some of Paine’s lesser known writings (including pieces on women and
slavery), and offers a valuable set of interpretative questions, making the work accessible to a broad

student population.” - Rosemarie Zagarri, George Mason University

Great book, great service.

The old English that it is written in was difficult to follow sometimes. | would have to read and

re-read some portions to fully understand. The premise for the book is excellent.

Great book on a timeless essay with incredible background information on Paine himself.

Paine is a dlight. All Americans should read or re-read

| recieved the order much sooner than expected and it was in great condition as described. Would

definitely order again from this seller.

Daughter is reading it for school.



this book is as good as a history book can get really. It is short, but the language and how things are
said sometimes needs a second look. Doesn’t make him out to be a perfect person, and shows quit

a bit of his true nature.

very enjoyable
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